AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY MAY 1, 1997
AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY APRIL 2, 1997

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—1997-98 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 57

Introduced by Assembly Member Escutia

December 2, 1996

An act to amend Section 44080 of, and to add Section 44081.5

to, the Health and Safety—Cede—and—to—amend—Section—10878
efthe Revenue-andFaxati@ode, relating to air pollution.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST

AB 57, as amended, Escutia. Air pollution: vehicles.

Existing law requires the Department of Consumer Affairs
to implement the motor vehicle biennial inspection program,
and to establish, by regulation, a program for the out-of-cycle
testing and repair of vehicles found, through roadside
auditing, to be emitting excessive pollutants, referred to as
gross polluters.

This bill would +egquire—the—department—to—conduct—as- part
of —that—gress—pelluter—pregramgdeclare the intent of the
Legislature to createa smog check auto repair assistance loan
program,—pursoant—te—procedures—that—the—bill—would
presefibe, to provide state guaranteed loans by insured
financial organizations to low to moderate income owners of
gross polluters for repairs to bring the vehicle into compliance

with emission standards—Fre—bil—weould—regquire—any—sueh—loans
that—are—more—than—60—days—past-due—teo—be—to—betransferred by
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AB 57 —2—

the—lendeHe—the—FFaﬂemse—'Fax—BeaFd—fer—eeHeeﬁen as

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee:—yas.
State-mandated local program: no.

OCOoO~NOOITPA~,WNPE

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 44080 of the Health and Safety
Code is amended to read:

44080. The Legislature hereby finds and declares as
follows:

(a) California’s air is the most polluted in the nation
and the largest source of that pollution is automobiles.

(b) California has the most stringent new car emission
standards in the nation, as well as a vehicle inspection
(smog check) program, that result in most cars producing
very little pollution.

(c) A small percentage of automobiles cause a
disproportionate and significant amount of the air
pollution in California.

(d) Those gross polluters are primarily vehicles in
which  the emission control equipment has been
disconnected or which are very poorly maintained.

(e) New technologies, such as remote sensing, can
identify gross polluters on the roads, enabling law
enforcement authorities to stop, inspect, and cite vehicles
with disconnected emission control equipment, and can
promote the development of incentives for the repair of
other high-emitting vehicles.

() Requiring owners to reconnect emission control
equipment and developing incentives for needed
maintenance  on  high-emitting  vehicles may be
cost-effective  methods to reduce emissions and help
achieve air quality standards in many districts.

(g) A state guaranteed loan program should be
available for low to moderate income owners of vehicles
that are gross polluters who may be unable to pay for the
repairs that are necessary to meet emission standards.

SEC. 2. Section 44081.5 is added to the Health and
Safety Code, to read:

97



NRPRRRRRRRERRE
CQOWONOUIMNWNRPROOONOUNWNER

NN
N

NN NN
oOOhw

NN N
O 00

WWwWww
WN PO

w
N

AP OWWWWW
O WOWWO~NO O

—3— AB 57

44081.5. {a)it is the intent of the Legislature,
pursuant to this section, to create the Smog Check Auto
Repair Assistance Loan Program, under the
administration of the department, to provide state
guarantees for short-term low-interest loans, to be made
by insured financial organizations to qualified owners of
vehicles that are gross polluters.
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